Religious studies
in Islamic institutes

Aslam Saad
and Nihayatu! Watioh

F°¥8™ § Wwel \
Lavd mateh nwon
tonal system o eds catin
Mo Snee 1wl e arnlied

the 1900 has vasthy mspired and

prompred mamy gl sehools an
] 11

hugher learnin NS Lons o W

CoPTedrams of sawdy thyr o

whave d et Ll Wikl b
i the ol inarket

TUas thevefore vy tound e
WIN Al e (LY AR ot

soed thon Quliten o une s
,lnx‘.\‘«‘.;\'g\\.h.\:n!h vabietior pose
bRV oF eraployment enw o e
U cdue AT TS O S 1 e

~?«\i.cn:> Sppheable and reles Lo
Pertise,

Islamic studies are nog ahie o
Wit \h‘«‘\.l‘.‘ jobs v the £ IR
Just ook ot the UIN/IAIN,STAIN
Iamic State Universite Tnstitute
":: Islamic Studies), These stilutes
otten find ditheultios in eeeciting
studen:s,

Of five tfields of Istamic veivnces
taught at those instirute Syariah
(Islamic law) Farbivah (cducation),
Ushuluddin (fundamencal ol roli-
gion). Dakwah (religious propuga-
tion, and Adal diterature), the de-
partments ot Ushuluddin, Dakwah
and Adab are increasingly endur-
ing vear-to-year low enrollment of
freshmen.

What follows scems even more
discouraging. The atempts of sev-
eral Institutes of Islamic Studies
(IAIN/STAIN) to teanslorm their
institure status into ©aiversite oy ol
for instance, IAIN Syarif Hiday atul-
lah then becoming Universitas Is
lam Negeri Svarif Hidavatullay -
lamic State Universiny ), JAIN S

Kalijaga becoming UIN Sunan 1ali-
jaga, and STAIN Malang becoming
UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahin:, e
“not very helpful to attracting woe
students,

Amid this academic predicament,
meticolous but creative  outlooks
and solutions are absolutely necde|
inorder 1o boost the academic ap-
peal of Isfamic studies and to i
ure out the imperative role that the
field may play In the furure, isbne
studies are different from religions
studies. The larter is hroader than
the former in terms of the scone ol
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[Lanne state imsditates” stakehold-
asseemed to have realized from the
nutset that relivious studies are very
celpfal in enhancing tslamiic stud-
i framework. No doubt, it is to
relivious studies that Islamie studies
owe contemporary ap proaches and
rwthodologies, throush which the
latter became able to unravel and
decipher religious issues in the more
open-minded ways of thinking, Re-
hgious studies bring about funda-
mental - principles sueh as respect
tor humanity, inclusive religiosity,
pluralism and tolerance,

In its June 29, 2009, newsletter,
Muhammad Ali Al-flazaa, the head
of the University of Jazan in Saudi
Arabia, a newly established higher
learning institution, pointed out that
saudi no longer needs graduates in
(slamie) religious studics, in view of
the country's job market buing satu-
ored with gradaates in the field, on
the one hand and the rising trend of
evirenmist movements, which have
et beensupplied by those who
Lodaated from Islamic swdies de-
carttnent. Meanwhile, univerdities
are more reluctant to open the foe-
s of islamic studies,

“deed coneern over [sLanie stud-
s vulnerability to heing sources of
religious extremisin, as Al-Hazaa al-
Fded o, camot be thwarted unless
“estrleholiders ol 1shimie iearning
mstitutions, be it universities, insti-
tutes, pesantren (Islamic hoarding
sehooll and wadrassa, show the
Goenmess o integrate Islamic stud-
il contamporany approaches
aindanalysis in relidous studies that
Breblv respect the principics of in-
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clusive reliosity, multicultural
telynous pluralistn and  diver
tederatinn, and <o forth.

With regard o the field of
wions stuchies that has over thred
cades heen thaught in Islamic st
iistitutes /universities, it has s
oo indubisahly making tren
dous contribution to promoting
only discourses but alse actions
f
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Related to that,
cristence of the
gous and Cuolmaral Soudie
O Masters' degree ind th * [n¢
sian Consortium for Religons <
ies (ICRS) for doctoral o]
Cnplish used as the only medinn
teaching, jointly founded some 4.
ago by three prominent universs,
in Jogjakarta (the Universine of ¢,
j2h Mada, the Islamie State Uy,
sity of Sunan Kalijaga and the Chp
tian University of Duta Wacang, s
be scen to some extent as ofishooe
the long dedication Islamic staze
stitutes/universities gave to foyris,
ing religious studies in its mor,. o
neric meaning, which refers not on
to one but all religions on the whole
In addition, despite the recen:
gloomy appeal of Islamic stydje
what the Department of Religiov
Affairs devotes to in the last fo
years by giving some of Islam:
state institutes/universities speci:
classes of Islamic studies, with al]
subjects taught in either English
Arabic, offered with full scholarsh;
for undergraduate level, appears ¢
raise new hopes that [slamic studie
will play an incredible role jn gen
crating, rather than men of work
ing classes and religious extremists
men of ideas and actions committec
o carnestly breeding peace, harmo.
ny and justice in pluralistic society.
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