
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Review Form 

 Title of the Manuscript: Towards a Deliberative Conflict Resolution?  

A Reflection on State Inclusive Response to Sunni-Shi’a 
Tension in Indonesia’s Democracy 

   

1.  Review Comments The data and information that the manuscript provides 

are definitely valuable in that this case analysis 

contributes to the literature of the studies on religious 

(in)tolerance as well as sectarianism in contemporary 

Indonesia.   

 Compulsory revision comments 
 
 

However, there are some major the technical issues in 

this manuscript. 

First, it seems the author’s argument and original 
account/analytical framework is not yet well developed. 

The author should re-organize the literature review 

(theoretical studies, as well as relevant work on 

sectarianism in Indonesia), pose the question and 

argument, and then proceed the case analysis. 

Particularly in the analysis part, there are many 

academic works and policy papers/officials' accounts are 

intermixed in an unorganized manner.  



 

Second, the author reviews various types of the 

literature (studies on democracy, state/society, 

sectarianism) but it is difficult to understand in what 

sort of literature this manuscript aims to locate itself. It 

is better to focus one of the themes and narrow down 

its analytical framework.  

 

Third, as for the terminology, the author’s usage of 
“state” seems confusing and misleading. If this is one of 
the essential keywords in the manuscript, they should 

be clearly defined in the earlier part.  

Other comments are written in the manuscript. 

 Minor revision comments 
 
 

Citing references and pages are too rough and lacking 

consistency. There is need for a better editing including 

the grammatical errors.  

 Optional/General comments 
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to Sunni-Shi’a Tension in Indonesia’s 

Democracy 
 

   

1.  Review Comments  

 Compulsory revision comments 
 
 

The manuscript requires careful proof-reading to 
address the errors in expression, grammar, syntax 
and spelling. I have taken the liberty of suggesting 
corrections to most of these in the attached 
manuscript and do so in the spirit of constructive 
help rather than to be patronising to the author. The 
article requires the inclusion of a section which 
addresses the methodology which informs the 
arguments. The article includes primary interviews 
with some impressive and significant respondents 
including the Regent. This needs to be explained 
briefly to an international readership in terms of how 



the interviews were conducted and analysed. It is 
usual for international scholarship to afford a degree 
of anonymity to respondents unless they have 
waived their right to this. The author should 
contemplate whether he/she wishes to include the 
actual names of the respondents or whether their 
rank, office or role will suffice. 

 Minor revision comments 
 
 

 

 Optional/General comments 
 
 
 

Overall, this article can make a significant 
contribution to the discussion of how sectarian 
conflicts are resolved in Indonesia and the region. 
The paper draws upon significant primary data but 
the author needs to state more about how that data 
was gained and analysed. For example, over what 
period were the interviews gathered? Sometime a 
statement is made and attributed to more than one 
respondent, is that fully accurate or did the 
respondents express their views in different ways? 
It is usual for qualitative articles in places to include 
the  direct words of respondents from the 
transcript. This would enhance the overall depth of 
the article. If the author simply has notes of 
interviews rather than verbatim scripts then this 
needs to be made clear, e.g. the primary data 
informing this article is drawn from interview notes 
with significant parties involved in the articulation 
and resolution of the sectarian conflict in 
Indonesia. 

 

 



 

 


