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MOTTO 

رِصْ : سلم و عليه اْلله صلى اللَِّْ رَسُو لُْ قاَلَْ :قالََْ عنه الله رضي هُرَي  رةََْ أَبِْ  عَنْ   يَ ن  فَعُكَ، ماَْ عَلىَْ اِح 
تَعِنْ   تَ ع جِزْ  وَلَْ بِِللَِّْ وَاس 

Abu Hurairah Radiyallahu anhu reported: Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 

Wasallam said: “Be keen on what benefits you and seek help from Allah, and do 

not give up.” -HR. Muslim.1 

  

 
1 Sunnah.com, The Comprehensive Book, https://sunnah.com/urn/2054880, Accesed on 28th 

November 2024. 
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ABSTRACT 

Falia Azizah, 2024: Polysemy Analysis of Song Lyrics in the Album “The Tortured 

Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

Keywords: semantic, polysemy analysis, song lyrics 

This research was about Polysemy Analysis of Song Lyrics in The Album 

“The Tortured Poets Department” By Taylor Swift. The researcher conducted this 

research because song is one of the most interesting media in learning process. 

Apart from this aspect, many people use songs to express what they feel. It is often 

found that they post the lyrics on social media. But sometimes, listeners are 

confused to understand the message contained in a song because the lyrics contain 

words that have multiple meaning or is called polysemy. 

The research question as follow: 1) What types of polysemy used of song 

lyrics in the album “The Tortured Poets Department” By Taylor Swift? 2) What is 

the most dominant type of polysemy used of song lyrics in the album “The Tortured 

Poets Department” By Taylor Swift? The aim of this research: 1) To find the types 

of polysemy used of song lyrics in the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by 

Taylor Swift. 2) To identify the most dominant type of polysemy used of song lyrics 

in the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

 The researcher used a descriptive qualitative as the research design, there 

are two data: song lyrics as primary data and secondary data includes books, 

journals and article relevant to the research topic. To collect data, the researcher 

used document study. in addition, this research used data analysis technique from 

Miles, Huberman, And Saldana, which included: data condensation, data display, 

and conclusion drawing/verification. Finally, data validity was clarified through 

source triangulation technique.  

The finding of this research as follow: 1) There is four types of polysemy 

used of song lyrics in the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift, 

there are: Polysemy of verb, polysemy of noun, polysemy of adjective, and 

polysemy of adverb. 2) The most dominant types of polysemy used of song lyrics 

in the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift is polysemy of verb, 

consist ten data: Left, sent, come, take, read, die, kill, think, use, pick). The second 

is polysemy of noun, consist seven data: Baby, man, boy, hand, head, dream, heart. 

Third is polysemy of adverb, consist two data: Good and true. Last is polysemy of 

adverb, the researcher just found one data: Back. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, an overview of the research is given. It includes the research 

context, research questions, research objectives, significance of the research, 

definition of key terms, and systematic discussion. 

A. Research Context 

A song is a work of art created to convey all the emotions of the 

composer. Many people use songs to express what they feel. Suryono and 

Afrianto stated that song lyrics are literary works in the form of poetry that 

contains outpourings of the heart.2  So, it is not uncommon for people to 

only highlight song lyrics that most suit their feelings at the moment. Then 

they post the lyrics on social media to express their feelings. Every song has 

a certain purpose and message that the composer wants to convey to the 

listener. However, sometimes listeners are confused and misunderstand the 

message that the composer wants to convey because the lyrics contain words 

that have multiple meanings.  

Meaning is very important in the use of language, because language 

is the main tool for humans to communicate. According to Ethnologue there 

are about 7,164 languages spoken around the world in 2024.3  This is in 

accordance with the words of Allah SWT in surah Ar-Rum (22). 

 
2 Elihu Jemal Suryono and Afrianto, Polysemy Analysis of Katy Perry’s Songs: A Semantic Study, 

Linguistic and Literature Journal, Vol. 4. No. 2, December 2023, P. 210. 
3 Ethnologue, How Many Languages Are There in The World?  

https://www.ethnologue.com/insights/how-many-languages/, diakses pada 11 agustus 2024. 

 

https://www.ethnologue.com/insights/how-many-languages/
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لِكٍۢ ل َـاَيٰـَت  ٍۢ نِكُمٍٍْۢۢۚ إِن ٍۢ فٍِۢ ذَٰ  وَمِنٍۢ ءَايـَتِٰهِۦ خَلْقٍۢ ٱلس مَٰـوَٰتٍۢ وَٱلَْْرْضٍۢ وَٱخْتِلٰـَفٍۢ ألَْسِنَتِكُمٍْۢ وَألَْوَٰ
 ل لِْعَـلِٰمِيٍۢ ٢٢

 

 “And one of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the 

diversity of your languages and colours. Surely in this are signs for those of 

˹sound˺ knowledge.”4 

 

From the verse, it could be understood that Allah created the heavens, the 

earth, and its contents, especially humans as one of its inhabitants, starting 

from the prophet Adam until now with very diverse language from various 

ethnic groups. So, it would not be surprising to hear many languages that 

sound foreign to the ear. However, it causes difficulties to understand the 

words of the many languages available without knowing the meaning of the 

words themselves. So, it is quite difficult to catch the message conveyed. 

According to Riemer, meaning is the essence of language. It is said to 

qualify as a language, when a series of sounds or letters have a meaning.5  

Related to this, in linguistic studies, there is a branch of study that studies 

meaning in language, namely semantics. 

Semantic is a part of language that studies meaning. When learning 

a foreign language, everyone must wonder about the meaning of a new word 

in a sentence. Sometimes a person is unsure of the meaning of a word 

received from something heard or read, and worried about what it   convey. 

Kreidler stated that linguistic semantics is the study of how speakers of a 

language communicate what they have in mind to other speakers and 

 
4 Al-Qur’an. 
5 Nick Riemer, Introducing Semantic, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010), P. 3. 
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understand what is communicated.6 In other words, by studying semantics, 

people can identify the meaning of a word or sentence so that it is easier to 

understand what message is contained in a conversation, poem, song, etc.  

Knowing the meaning of a word does not only mean knowing the 

definition. Besides knowing the definition of the meaning of a word, foreign 

language speakers must also know the relation with other words. According 

to Saeed, a particular lexeme may have a number of relations with other 

lexemes, so it is more accurate to think of the lexicon as a network rather 

than a list of words in a dictionary.7  In semantics, there is something called 

meaning relation or lexical relation. These relations relate to the meaning of 

a word or phrase in relation to other words or phrases. There are five types 

of lexical relations; similarity of meaning (synonymy), opposite of meaning 

(antonymy), scope of purpose (hyponymy), abnormality of meaning 

(homonymy), and multiplication of meaning (polysemy). 

Among the lexical relations above, polysemy is the most interesting 

study of meaning relations due to its diversity of meanings but still listed in 

the same entry in the dictionary. So, polysemy refers to a word that has two 

or even several meanings which is closely related to one another. That is 

supported by Palmer who stated that the same word can also have different 

meanings.8  Polysemy can be found in spoken and written language such as; 

novels, poems, movies, song lyrics, etc. In previous research, Agustriani in 

 
6 Charles W. Kreidler, Introducing English Semantics, (New York: Taylor & Francis e-Library, 

2002), P. 13. 
7 John L. Saeed, Semantics: second edition, (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2003), P. 63. 
8 F. R. Palmer, Semantics: second edition, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1981), P.65. 
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her research found 65 polysemic words; 38 irregular polysemy and 27 

regular polysemy from the speech “learning from covid-19” by Nadiem 

Makarim.9 Darojatun et al. in their research found 26 pairs of polysemy; 20 

regular polysemy and 6 irregular polysemy in the frozen movie script.10 

These two studies show that polysemous words are widely used and play an 

important role in a sentence to distinguish the meaning of a word. 

Meanwhile, knowledge about the language is still lacking, causing someone 

to be confused in understanding the meaning contained. As happened to one 

of the listeners of Taylor Swift's song on her latest album which uses a lot 

of figurative words. the listener of the song feels confused and hesitant to 

follow a trend that uses Taylor's song because of a polysemic word. 

Therefore, polysemy is one of the interesting topics to be researched in order 

to avoid misunderstandings between writers and readers, as well as speakers 

and listeners. In addition, polysemy research has never been conducted at 

UIN KHAS JEMBER.11  So, the researcher is interested in conducting 

research on polysemy. 

Based on the points mentioned above, the researcher decided to 

conduct research by the title “Polysemy Analysis of Song Lyrics in The 

Album ‘The Tortured Poets Department’ by Taylor Swift.” The researcher 

chose song lyrics as the object of research because songs are widely used in 

 
9 Habibah Eka Agustriani, Thesis: “Polysemy Analysis of The Speech About Learning from Covid-

19 By Nadiem Makarim” (Medan: UMSU,2022), P. 58. 
10 Desri Utari Darojatun et al, Polysemy in Frozen (2013) Movie, Call: Journal of Critical Theory 

Art. Language and Literature, Vol. 5 No. 2, 2023, P. 121. 
11 https://bit.ly/List_judul_TBI 

 

https://bit.ly/List_judul_TBI
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daily activities, songs are also one of the interesting media in the learning 

process.12  

Many EFL use songs to practice listening skills, increase 

vocabulary, and practice pronunciation. Then, the researcher chose Taylor 

Swift's songs because Taylor Swift's songs have unique vocabulary, such as 

using simple colloquial language, using a lot of figurative language and 

using quite a lot of polite words. So, by using Taylor swift's songs, EFL not 

only get the benefit of enriching vocabulary, but also increase their 

knowledge about language, especially the meaning of a word. Taylor Swift's 

pronunciation is clear, so it is easy for EFL to imitate her songs. Taylor 

Swift's songs are also often used in popular trends. Furthermore, the 

researcher chose the album “The Tortured Poets Department” because the 

songs on this album are quite difficult to understand. Many words that 

contain polysemy cause confusion to the listener. So, the researcher argues 

that analyzing Taylor Swift's song lyrics in the album “The Tortured Poets 

Department” is important to avoid misunderstanding the meaning. in 

addition, the songs from the album “The Tortured Poets Department” are 

viral in 2024. Many listeners felt that their feelings were represented 

through the songs. It caused many people to use the song in popular trends, 

upload a part of the lyrics on social media, and listen to it repeatedly. 

 
12 Sayit abdul karim et al, enhancing vocabulary mastery through English songs: in the eyes of 

EFL students, ethical lingua, Vol. 9 No. 2, 2022, P. 449. 
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Through this research, the researcher hopes that EFL can develop 

their knowledge through songs. Not only increase vocabulary, but also 

practice listening skills, and pronunciation. However, it also adds 

knowledge about the meaning of a word. In particular, the researcher hopes 

that with this study EFL can add insight into language, especially in 

enriching vocabulary and its meaning related to polysemy. Because by 

knowing the multiple meanings of a word, EFL can more easily understand 

a spoken or written language. The researcher also hopes that someone can 

better understand the meaning of a word, so that they can understand the 

message of something they like and can broaden their knowledge about 

language, especially polysemy. 

B. Research Question 

Based on the research background above, the researcher formulated 

the research questions as follow: 

1. What types of polysemy used of song lyrics in the album “The Tortured 

Poets Department” By Taylor Swift? 

2. What is the most dominant type of polysemy used of song lyrics in the 

album “The Tortured Poets Department” By Taylor Swift? 

C. Research Objective 

Based on the research question above, the objectives of this study 

are: 

1. To find the types of polysemy used of song lyrics in the album “The 

Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

 



 

 

 

 

7 

2. To identify the most dominant type of polysemy used of song lyrics in 

the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

D. Research Significance 

The researcher expected that the results of this study can be useful 

both theoretically and practically. The significance of this research is 

explained as follows: 

1. Theoretically 

It is expected to give information about polysemy and other information 

related to semantics. 

2. Practically  

It is expected to give benefits to the following parties: 

a. For students, this research can be used as a source of information in 

studying semantics, especially polysemy. 

b. For teachers, this research can be used as an alternative in teaching 

semantics, especially polysemy in general. 

c. For the wider community, as an additional insight in understanding 

words that have multiple meanings (polysemy). 

d. For further researchers, this research can be used as a reference or 

additional information in researching polysemy types. 
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E. Definition of Key Terms 

In this research, there are several key terms as follows: 

1. Semantic 

Semantic is the study of the meaning attached to words, phrases, 

sentences, and larger units.  

2. Polysemic analysis 

Polysemic analysis is the act of studying or examining in detail a word 

that has multiple meanings.  

3. Song lyrics 

Song lyrics are the result of a combination of language art and sound 

art. Using short language that has rhythm and sound combined with 

figurative words. 

F. Structure of Thesis 

The structure of the discussion includes a description of the flow of 

the thesis discussion from the introduction to the conclusion. The following 

is an explanation of the first part, the core, and the final part of this thesis. 

Chapter I discussed the introduction of this thesis. Including the research 

context, research question, research objective, research significance, 

definitions of key terms, and systematic discussion.  

Chapter II discussed the review literature which includes previous research 

from this study and a theoretical framework. 

Chapter III discussed the research methodology. Including the research 

design, research subject, data source, data collection, and analysis. 
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Chapter IV discussed about research object descriptions, research finding, 

and discussion. 

Chapter V discussed about the conclusions and suggestions from this 

research. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter discusses two things: previous research and theoretical 

framework. Previous research explains about several studies related to this research, 

while the theoretical framework explains the various theories that support this 

research. 

A. Previous Research 

In the context of previous research, the researcher mentioned the 

findings of previous studies related to the research to be conducted. The 

below are some previous studies that discuss polysemy: 

First, a journal by Agustri and Aztri Dera Nalurytha entitled “The 

Semantic Analysis of Polysemy Concepts in Avengers End Game (2019)”. 

In this study, the researchers argue that it is difficult for humans to catch and 

understand a language that is spoken or written in one of several existing 

languages. Therefore, this research was conducted to analyze what words 

contain polysemy in dialogue utterances in the movie avengers: end game, 

which aims to expand knowledge about the concept of polysemy while 

applying cognitive semantic theory from the field of language studies to a 

subject work, namely a film. Using descriptive qualitative method, around 

11 polysemy were found that have denotation and connotation meanings, as 

well as different uses and functions.13 

 
13 Agustri and Aztri Dera Nalurytha, The Semantic of Polysemy Concepts in Avengers End Game 

(2019), Cinematology: Journal Anthology of Film and Television Studies, Vol. 2 No. 3, 2022, P. 17. 
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Second, research conducted by Habibah Eka Agustriani entitled 

“Polysemy Analysis of The Speech About Learning from Covid-19 By 

Nadiem Makarim.” In this study, the researcher argues that many students 

still have difficulty distinguishing between homonymy and polysemy, it can 

be seen that polysemy and homonymy both have multiple meanings. 

Therefore, the researcher conducted this study which aims to expand 

knowledge in the field of polysemy in speech. Descriptive qualitative 

method is used in this study to identify the types of polysemy, describe how 

the types of polysemy are realized, and investigate the elements of polysemy 

used in the speech. The findings of this study show that there are 65 

polysemous words: 38 irregular polysemous words and 27 regular 

polysemous words.14 

Third, a journal entitled “Polysemy Found in Sir Alex Ferguson 

Interview on Beanyman Sport” which has been conducted by Muhammad 

Azmi Bahari and Ervina CM Simatupang. This research was conducted to 

analyze the polysemy words found in Sir Alex Ferguson's interview. In this 

study, the researchers said there are several words or phrases related to 

soccer terms that not everyone may know the real meaning. Therefore, the 

researcher hopes that with this research, people who want to have a deep 

understanding can know the true meaning of the media they watch or read. 

The method used is descriptive qualitative, found as many as 60% 

 
14 Habibah Eka Agustriani, Op. cit, P. 58. 
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polysemic words related to soccer terms and 40% polysemic words related 

to general terms.15 

Fourth, previous research conducted by Sheilla Orintin Septiria 

entitled “A Semantic Analysis of Lexical Relations in English Textbook 

Grade X By Kemendikbud RI.” This study was conducted because the 

researcher argues that lexical relations are interesting to be learned because 

it has a relation to textbooks. With this study, the researcher hopes that 

students can be helped in understanding the material and context of reading. 

This study used descriptive qualitative method to describe the types of 

lexical relations found in the reading comprehension section of English 

textbook class x by Kemendikbud RI. The findings of this study show that 

there are 34 samples of lexical relations; 16 samples of hyponymy, 11 

samples of synonymy, 5 samples of antonym, 1 sample of meronymy, and 

1 sample of polysemy in the text of the reading comprehension section.16 

Fifth, a journal conducted by Desri et al. entitled “polysemy in 

frozen (2013) movie.” Descriptive qualitative method is used in this study 

to analyze the types of polysemy and interpret the polysemy words 

contained in the frozen movie script. In this study, the researchers argue that 

people sometimes feel confused in understanding the meaning of a movie 

they like because many words spoken have more than one meaning. 

Therefore, the researcher conducted a study on one of the most famous 

 
15 Muhammad Azmi Bahari and Ervina CM Simatupang, Polysemy Found in Sir Alex Ferguson 

Interview on Beanyman Sport, Etnical Lingua, Vol. 9 No. 1, 2022, P. 319. 
16 Sheilla Orintin Septiria, Thesis: “A Semantic Analysis of Lexical Relations in English Textbook 

Grade X By Kemendikbud Ri”, (Pekanbaru: Universitas Islam Riau, 2022), P. 34. 
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movies that many people like. The findings of this study show that there are 

26 pairs of polysemy data; 20 pairs of regular polysemy data and 6 pairs of 

irregular polysemy data.17 

Tabel 2.1 

Previous Research  

 

No Name and title Similarities Differences 

1 Agustri and Aztri 

Dera Nalurytha on 

2022 entitled “The 

Semantic Analysis 

of Polysemy 

Concepts in 

Avengers End 

Game (2019)” 

- Both studies use the 

same approach, 

namely a qualitative 

approach. 

- Both studies 

analyze polysemy. 

- The object of the 

previous study was 

the utterances in the 

dialog of the movie 

Avengers: End 

Game (2019), while 

the object of this 

research is the song 

lyrics in the album 

“The Tortured Poets 

Department” by 

Taylor Swift. 

- The previous 

research describes 

polysemy based on 

denotative meaning 

and connotative 

meaning, while this 

research describes 

polysemy based on 

the types. 

- The previous 

research investigated 

the use and function 

of polysemy in a 

movie, while this 

research investigates 

the most dominant 

type of polysemy 

used in a song lyric 

in the album “The 

Tortured Poets 

Department” by 

Taylor Swift. 

 
17 Desri Utari Darojatun et al, Op.cit, P. 121. 
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2 Habibah Eka 

Agustriani on 2022 

entitled “Polysemy 

Analysis of The 

Speech About 

Learning from 

Covid-19 By 

Nadiem Makarim” 

- Both studies use the 

same approach, 

namely a qualitative 

approach. 

- Both studies 

analyze polysemy. 

- The object of the 

previous research is 

a speech by Nadiem 

Makarim, while the 

object of this 

research is song 

lyrics by Taylor 

Swift. 

- The previous 

research investigated 

polysemy in a 

speech, while this 

research investigates 

the types of 

polysemy in song 

lyrics. 

3 Muhammad Azmi 

Bahari and Ervina 

CM Simatupang on 

2022 entitled 

“Polysemy Found in 

Sir Alex Ferguson 

Interview on 

Beanyman Sport” 

- Both studies use the 

same approach, 

namely a qualitative 

approach. 

- Both studies 

analyze polysemy. 

- The object of the 

previous research is 

an interview on 

beanyman sport by 

sir alex ferguson, 

while the object of 

this research is song 

lyrics on the album 

“The Tortured Poets 

Department” by 

Taylor Swift. 

- The previous 

research described 

polysemy based on 

its relationship with 

general terms and 

soccer terms, while 

this research 

describes polysemy 

based on its type. 

4 Sheilla Orintin 

Septiria on 2022 

entitled “A 

Semantic Analysis 

of Lexical Relations 

in English Textbook 

Grade X By 

Kemendikbud RI” 

- Both studies used 

the same approach, 

namely a qualitative 

approach. 

- Both studies discuss 

semantics, 

especially lexical 

relations. 

- The object of the 

previous research is 

English textbook, 

while the object of 

this research is song 

lyrics by Taylor 

Swift. 

- The previous 

research focused on 

all types of lexical 
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relations, while this 

research focuses on 

polysemy. 

- The previous 

research investigated 

the types of lexical 

relations, while this 

research investigates 

the types of 

polysemy. 

5 Desri et al. on 2023 

entitled “Polysemy 

in Frozen (2013) 

Movie” 

- Both studies use the 

same approach, 

namely a qualitative 

approach. 

- Both studies 

analyze polysemy. 

- The object of the 

previous research is 

the script of the 

movie frozen (2013), 

while the object of 

this research is the 

song lyrics on the 

album “The Tortured 

Poets Department.” 

- The previous 

research investigated 

the types of 

polysemy in movie 

scripts, while this 

research investigates 

the types of 

polysemy in song 

lyrics. 

 

Based on the explanation of some previous studies, it can be seen 

that there are similarities and differences between this research and the 

studies that have been done before. In specific, this study has similarities 

with previous studies in terms of analyzing polysemy. However, this study 

is different from previous studies in terms of the object of study. In this 

study, the researcher uses song lyrics as the object of research.  
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B. Theoretical Framework 

1. Semantic 

Semantics is a linguistic discipline that studies how words, 

phrases, and sentences are understood.18  It is more concerned with the 

message conveyed by a sentence or other linguistic item than how the 

parts are organized or how they are pronounced. This is supported by 

Palmer who stated that semantic is a technical term use to refer to the 

study of meaning, and since meaning is part of language,19 then semantic 

is a linguistic. Meanwhile, Saeed defined semantic as the study of the 

meaning of words and sentences.20  

Furthermore, Kreidler said that semantic linguistics is the study 

of how language organizes and expresses meaning.21 in line with 

Kreidler, Stringer also said that semantic is the study of how language 

is used to present meaning.22 In addition Machfudi said that semantic is 

a major branch of linguistics which devoted to the study of lexical and 

grammatical meanings in language.23 Based on the theories that have 

been mentioned, it can be understood that semantic is a branch of 

 
18 George Yule, The Study of Language: Fourth Edition, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

2010), P. 113. 
19 F. R. Palmer, Op.cit, P. 1. 
20 John L. Saeed, Op.cit, P. 3. 
21 Charles W. Kreidler, Op.cit, P. 3. 
22 David Stringer, Lexical Semantic: Relativity and Transfer, Applied Linguistics for Teachers of 

Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Learners, (America: IGI Global, 2019), P. 180. 
23 Moch. Imam Machfudi, Syntax in Poetry: A Linguistic Study on Literature, (Jember: Center for 

Society Studies, Pesona Surya Milenia, 2012), P. 14. 

 



 

 

 

 

17 

linguistics that studies meaning in a language. By studying semantics, 

people can more easily catch and understand a message.   

In understanding the meaning of a word, people must also know 

the relation with other words to avoid misunderstanding. According to 

Yule, the meaning of a word can be defined not only based on the 

components, but also based on the relation with other words.24  The 

relation between words or lexemes is called lexical relation, which is a 

sub-chapter of semantics. Rafida defined lexical relations as the 

meaning of various relations contained in a word or lexeme.25 There are 

five types of lexical relations: synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, 

homonymy, and polysemy. 

2. Polysemy 

The meaning of a word is not always single, there are some 

words that have more than one meaning. words that have two or more 

meanings are called polysemy. Falkum said that polysemy is a 

phenomenon where a single word form can be associated with several 

different meanings.26  Ullman defined polysemy as a situation where the 

same word has two or more different meanings.27  Palmer also said 

something similar, that polysemy is a case where the same word can 

 
24 George Yule, Loc.cit. 
25 Tien Rafida, Semantic Analysis on Lexical Relations in Pujakesuma Language, JL3T: Journal of 

Linguistic, Literature, And Language Teaching, Vol. 4 No. 2, December 2018, P. 5. 
26 Inggrid Lossius Falkum, Thesis: “The Semantic and Pragmatic of Polysemy: A Relevance-

Theoretic Account”, (London: University College London, 2011), P. 9. 
27 Stephen Ullman, The Principles of Semantics, (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1963), P. 159. 
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have a series of different meanings.28  So, it can be understood that 

polysemy is a word that has multiple meanings. 

The diversity of meaning in polysemy can be explain logically 

by knowing the relation with other words. This is because these 

meanings are associative.29 According to Taylor, polysemy is the 

association of two or more meanings associated with a linguistic form.30  

Then in polysemy, a single word form is associated with two or more 

different but sematically related meanings.31 Meanwhile, Haber and 

Poesio said that polysemy is a type of lexical ambiguity in which a word 

has many different but related interpretations.32  In short, polysemy is 

the ability of a word to have multiple meanings that are usually related 

to the closeness of meaning in the semantic field.  

Klein & Murphy defined that polysemy is the existence of more 

than one meaning for a word which is the ability of a word to convey 

different information about an object.33 Based on this theory, the 

researcher concludes that polysemy is a single word that has multiple 

 
28 F. R. , Op.Cit, P. 65. 
29 Yael Ravin and Claudia Leacock, Polysemy: Theoretical and Computational Approaches, (New 

York: Oxford University Press Inc., 2000), P. 1. 
30 John R. Taylor, Polysemy and The Lexicon, Cognitive Linguistic: Current Applications and 

Future Perspectives, (Berlin: Mouton De Gruyter, 2006) P. 51. 
31 Liina Pylkkanen et al., The Representation of Polysemy: MEG Evidence, J Cogn Neurosci, Vol. 

18 No. 1, January 2006, P. 97. 
32 Janosch Haber and Massimo Poesio, Patterns of Lexical Ambiguity in Contextualized Language 

Models, Findings of The Association for Computational Linguistics: EMNLP, November 2001, P. 

2663. 
33 Devorah E. Klein and Gregory L. Murphy, The Representation of Polysemous Words, Journal of 

Memory and Language, Vol. 45 No. 2, August 2001, P. 259. 
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meanings depending on the context in which it is used. In other words, 

the meaning of a word will be variable depending on the context. 

3. Types of Polysemy 

According to Lyons, polysemy can be determined by the criteria 

of word class. if the word class is not different, the form is the same, and 

the meaning is multiple, then the word can be said to be polysemic.34 

Alwi said there are four categories that make up polysemy: verb, noun, 

adjective, and adverb.35 The types of polysemy according to the 

statement are polysemy of verbs, polysemy of nouns, polysemy of 

adjectives, and polysemy of adverbs. As follows: 

a. Polysemy of verb 

Verb is a lexical type that serves to explain what happens in 

a sentence. A verb has the sense or meaning of action, conduct, or 

state. 

1) Fiscal officers will comb the commercial area after malls and 

shops, especially in the city of Medan. 

2) The beautiful woman combs her hair from the tips of her hair. 

Based on the examples above, “comb” (1) means to 

discipline. Meanwhile, “comb” (2) has the lexical meaning of 

tidying up the hair with a comb. So, the two sentences are considered 

polysemy verb. 

 
34 Mansoer Pateda, Semantic Leksikal, (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta), P. 219 
35 Hassan Alwi et al., Tata Bahasa Baku Indonesia, (Jakarta: Pusat Bahasa dan Balai Pustaka, 2003), 

P. 35. 
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Polysemy verb is a verb that describes a job or activity in 

both lexical and grammatical categories, and can have more than one 

meaning.36  

b. Polysemy of noun 

A noun is a lexical type that can function as an object or 

subject in a sentence, referring to living things, inanimate objects, or 

concepts. A noun is a word that represents something concrete or 

abstract.  

1) The king of the kingdom held a contest to find a wife 

2) The king of the jungle hunts his prey quickly 

Based on the examples above, “king” (1) refers to the 

(human) ruler of the region. While “king” (2) refers to (lion) the ruler 

of the forest. 

Polysemy nouns have fewer meanings in English than a verb 

and an adjective.37 

c. Polysemy of adjective  

An adjective is a lexical type that describes something related 

to a noun or pronoun in a sentence. An adjective is a word that serves 

as more detailed information on a noun or pronoun. 

1) The boy is very sweet to his mother 

 
36 Anna Rumshisky and Olga Batiukova, Polysemy in Verbs: Systematic Relations Between Senses 

and Their Effect on Annotation, Proceduring of The Workshop on Human Judgements in 

Computational Linguistic, August 2008, P. 34. 
37 Meral Ozturk, Words with Multiple Meanings in Authentic L2 Texts: An Analysis of Harry Potter 

and The Philosopher’s Stone, The Reading Matrix: An International Online Journal, Vol. 17 No. 2, 

September 2017, P. 137. 
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2) Honey can be added to drinks to make them sweet 

Based on the examples above, “sweet” (1) means good 

attitude. While “sweet” (2) means taste or smell in the lexical sense. 

A polysemy adjective is a type of polysemy that describes an 

object, item, or thing.38 

d. Polysemy of adverb 

Adverb is a word that describes a verb, adjective, or other 

adverb at the phrase level.39  At the clause level, an adverb restricts 

or describes a syntactic function. Generally, the words or phrase 

fragments represented by adverbs function as predicates. In 

polysemous form, a polysemy adverb is divided into singular 

adverbs and compound adverbs. Single adverbs consist of adverbial 

base words, words to which adverbs are attached, and repeated 

adverbs. Compound adverbs consist of two adverbs in the form of 

base words. 

1) The television would be just right for the living room 

2) She is a just woman 

Based on the examples above, “just” (1) means appropriate 

or fair. While “just” (2) means capable. 

 

 

 
38 V.V. Levickij et al., Some Quantitative Characteristics of Polysemy of Verbs, Nouns, and 

Adjectives in The Germane Language, Journal of Quantitative Linguistics, Vol. 6 No. 2, August 

2010. P. 178. 
39 Hassan Alwi et al., Op.cit, P. 36. 
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4. Teaching Polysemy 

Teaching polysemy means teaching vocabulary more broadly. In 

fact, polysemy is a vocabulary acquisition technique in which the 

primary meaning is expanded to accept other meanings.40 When learning 

a foreign language especially English from A1 to C2, EFL will find that 

the vocabulary learned has new meanings that may be related to the main 

meaning or that may be completely different, because most words in 

English are polysemous.41 According to Faidah and Machfudi said that 

several EFL had difficulties in vocabulary mastery. The difficulties 

encountered by EFL in understanding the meaning of words, 

pronunciation, misspelling, and remembering or memorizing english 

vocabulary.42 So, as a teacher, helping students better understand the 

accurate meaning of vocabulary is indeed a difficult thing in the process 

of vocabulary teaching, because meaning is the most variable element 

in vocabulary information.43 Vocabulary teaching methods vary from 

teacher to teacher, but are limited to repeating words after the teacher, 

spelling them, and finally memorizing the list. This memorization 

method has a low recall rate because there is no context or definition to 

 
40 Cristina Silvia Valcea, Teaching Technical Polysemous Words: Strategies and Difficulties, 

(Spain: ICERI 2019), P. 8393. 
41 Irgasev M.U, Practical Usage of Polysemy in Teaching English on Intermediate Level, 

Экономика И Социум, Vol. 95 No. 4, 2022, P. 145. 
42 Anissa’ul Afidah and Moch Imam Machfudi, Students’ Difficulties in Vocabulary Mastery, 

Critical Review of English-Arabic World Journal, Vol. 1 No. 1, 2022, P. 1.  
43 Hu Meiwen, The Enlightenment of Polysemous Vocabulary Teaching from The Perspective of 

Cognitive Linguistics, Frontiers in Educational Research, Vol. 4 No. 5, 2021, P. 38. 
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help students in the future.44 Therefore, teachers need to think of 

methods and strategies that can be applied by students in order to store 

vocabulary in long-term memory. Below are three methods that can be 

used by teachers in teaching polysemy: 

a. Primary Meaning Expansion 

The right way to get accurate meanings is to learn the basic 

idea behind all polysemous words. An exercise to improve students' 

skills in finding new meanings is to give them the opportunity to 

infer secondary meanings from the primary meaning of a 

polysemous word.45 The teacher can start from the definition of the 

primary meaning, then the students should be able to infer the 

secondary meaning. 

 

Picture. 2.1 

Primary Meaning Expansion. 

 
44 Rakhmonkulova G.Z.Q And Soliyeva Zarina B, Method of Teaching Polysemy (Wordplay), 

Academia Globe: Inderscience Research, Vol. 3 No. 2, February 2022, P. 24. 
45 Cristina Silvia Valcea, Op.Cit, P. 8390. 
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By using this teaching method, teachers can facilitate and 

enhance vocabulary enrichment learning and reduce learning by 

memorization. In addition, students can not only increase their 

interest in vocabulary learning, but also deepen their understanding 

and memory of vocabulary.46 This method can also be applied with 

songs. The teacher can give the definition of the primary meaning of 

a word in the song lyrics, then students look for other meanings from 

different song lyrics. 

b. Wordplay 

Wordplay is the humorous use of words or phrases with two 

meanings, or words that sound the same but have different 

meanings.47 The function of wordplay is to create humorous and 

comedic effects, build vivid imagery, combine more frequent 

meanings with deeper meanings, and the concrete with the abstract.48 

The way to create wordplay can vary. For example, the teacher can 

give the sentence “time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana.” 

Then students can explain the meaning of the two sentences (“fly” is 

action and “fly” is insect. “like” as and “like” enjoy) and make other 

wordplay sentences. With wordplay the possibility of expressive 

polysemy is realized, because students are encouraged to know other 

meanings of a word they have learned with their own 

 
46 Hu Meiwen, Op.Cit, P. 40. 
47 The Longman Dictionary of Modern English. 
48 Rakhmonkulova G.Z.Q And Soliyeva Zarina B, Op.Cit, P. 25. 
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understanding.49 If applied by using songs, Teacher can give a piece 

of song lyrics, then students continue with other song lyrics from the 

last word mentioned. After that, students can explain the meaning of 

the two pieces of song lyrics. 

c. Lectures and Presentations 

In using this lecture method, the lecturer explains concepts, 

theories, and important information related to the semantic course 

being taught. Then students take turns making presentations. With 

this method, it is proven that students can better understand the 

context and meaning of vocabulary, thus increasing their confidence 

in their daily use of English.50 This method can use polysemy 

material with songs as the medium. So, after students have 

knowledge about semantics that have been taught by lecturers. Then 

students can present concepts, theories, information about polysemy, 

and give examples of polysemous words in a song. 

5. Song Lyric 

In general, music consists of two elements, sound as the primary 

and lyrics as the secondary.51 Even though it contributes as the second 

element, lyrics have a significant contribution to a song. Because a song 

without lyrics cannot be called a song, but only instrumental music. The 

 
49 Ibid, P. 27. 
50 Aidil Syah Putra, Et Al, Analysis of Semantic Learning Techniques in Understanding English 

Vocabulary In 6th Semester Students from University Muhammadiyah of Tangerang, Pubmedia 

Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Vol. 1 No. 4, 2024, P. 6. 
51 Leon Dallin, Listeners Guide to Musical Understanding, (Dubuque: WM. C. Brown Publishers, 

1994) 
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attractiveness and effectiveness of a song for the listener depends on the 

lyrics. The lyrics of a song are a composition or series of tonal words. 

In a song, lyrics are simple phrases or lines of text. According to the 

oxford dictionary lyrics (poetry) express the writer's emotions, usually 

briefly and in recognizable stanzas or forms.52   

Lyrics are often referred to as a series of messages written by a 

musician with attention to the choice of words used to create a certain 

impression on the reader.53 The writer uses song lyrics to express 

himself. Usually the content represents feelings or ideas that arise from 

the surrounding environment. The lyrics of a song are made in 

straightforward language but contain certain meanings and not 

infrequently also implicitly.  

Lyrics give listeners a deep understanding of the message 

contained in a song. According to Dallin, lyrics are written as a form of 

interaction between the writer and the listener.54Often they carry 

messages with the aim of motivating the listener, validating the listener's 

feelings, etc. the message contained in song lyrics can be conveyed 

depending on how the writer puts words into the lyrics and then adds 

music and sings beautifully. music comes in various genres, and 

listeners can choose what they like.  

 
52 Cambridge University Press, Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 2008. 
53 Sasa Septiandari, Thesis: Analysis of Polysemy of The Song Lyrics in The Album Of “Folklore” 

By Taylor Swift, (Mataram: University of Muhammadiyah Mataram, 2021), P. 18. 
54 Leon Dallin, Op.cit. 
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From what has been mentioned above, it can be concluded that 

lyrics are a series of messages that contain the emotions and feelings of 

musicians. 

6. Biography of Taylor Swift 

Taylor Alison Swift or better known as Taylor Swift is a singer-

songwriter born on December 13, 1989 in West Reading, Pennsylvania, 

united states. Her narrative songwriting, which often focuses on her 

personal life, has received critical acclaim and widespread media 

attention. Her heartfelt lyrics and catchy melodies have made her one of 

the most influential artists in contemporary music.55  Made history by 

winning the Grammy Award for Album of The Year for Midnights 

(2022) in 2024, making her the first artist who has won four times in the 

category.56 To this moment, Taylor swift has been nominated 541 times 

and won 250 of them in prestigious award shows.57  Taylor's awards 

include 14 Grammy Awards, 30 Mtv Video Music Awards, 40 

American Music Awards, 39 Billboard Music Awards, 68 BMI Awards, 

and many more. 

To this date, Taylor has 11 studio albums, started from Taylor 

Swift (2006) to her latest album The Tortured Poets Department which 

 
55 Michael Ray, Taylor Swift, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Taylor-Swift, Di Akses Pada 

13 September 2024. 
56 Grammy Awards, Taylor Swift, https://www.grammy.com/artists/taylor-swift/15450, Di Akses 

Pada 13 September 2024. 
57 Swiftipedia, List of Awards And Nominations Received By Taylor Swift, 

https://taylorswift.fandom.com/wiki/List_of_awards_and_nominations_received_by_Taylor_Swift

, Di Akses Pada 13 September 2024. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Taylor-Swift
https://www.grammy.com/artists/taylor-swift/15450
https://taylorswift.fandom.com/wiki/List_of_awards_and_nominations_received_by_Taylor_Swift
https://taylorswift.fandom.com/wiki/List_of_awards_and_nominations_received_by_Taylor_Swift
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was announced at the Grammys. In addition, Taylor also has four re-

recorded albums, including Fearless, Red, Speak Now, and 1989 

(Taylor's version). Then there are four live albums, namely Live from 

Clear Channel Stripped 2008, Speak Now World Tour Live, Folklore: 

The Long Pond Studio Sessions, And Lover (Live from Paris) thus the 

total albums that Taylor Swift has are 19 albums.58 Taylor re-recorded 

some of her albums so that she has the right to decide how they are used. 

Because in 2018, after her contract with Big Machine Records ended 

and Taylor signed a contract with a new label Universal's Republic 

Records. A year later, in June 2019, Big Machine Records was bought 

by Scooter Braun which caused Taylor have no control over her first 

six albums. However, Big Machine Records gave Taylor Swift 

permission to start re-recording from November 2020. So, it may take 

some time to get the next two re-recordings. 

 
58 Lydia Venn, Taylor Swift Album In Order And Complete Track Listings, 

https://www.cosmopolitan.com/uk/entertainment/a44471722/taylor-swift-albums/, Di Akses Pada 

13 September 2024. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter provides an overview of the research methodology used in this 

study. It includes research design, data sources, data collection techniques, data 

analysis, and data validity.  

A. Research Design 

According to Feny, qualitative research is descriptive and tends to 

use analysis.  In simple terms, qualitative research can be understood as a 

type of research whose data is in the form of words, phrases, and sentences.59 

This study aims to describe the types of polysemy contained in the song 

lyrics on the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

Therefore, the researcher uses qualitative research methods in this study.  

Qualitative method with descriptive type was chosen by the 

researcher in this research. Jonata said that descriptive research aims to 

describe a population, situation, or phenomenon accurately and 

systematically.60 In this type of research, the researcher only observes and 

measures an object. So, the use of this descriptive qualitative method is to 

help the researcher concentrate on finding, classifying, then describing the 

types of polysemy that appear in the song lyrics on the album “The Tortured 

Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

 
59 Feny Rita Fiantika, Konsep Dasar Penelitian Kualitatif, Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. 

(Padang: PT. Global Eksekutif Teknologi, 2022), P. 2. 
60 Jonata, Jenis-Jenis Penelitian Kualitatif, Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. (Padang: PT. Global 

Eksekutif Teknologi, 2022), P. 88. 
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B. Data Sources 

In this research, there are two data: primary data and secondary data. 

The primary data in this study is the lyrics of the song on Taylor swift’s 

latest album entitled “The Tortured Poets Department” The lyrics of the 

song were obtained from Taylor Swift’s youtube, in the form of lyric videos. 

Secondary data includes videos related to the album “The Tortured Poets 

Department”, books, and journals relevant to the research topic. The use of 

secondary data aims to support a more in-depth analysis of polysemy 

analysis in song lyrics on the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by 

Taylor Swift. By utilizing secondary data, the researcher can strengthen the 

data and arguments presented in this study, so as to provide assurance to 

readers. 

C. Data Collection Techniques 

According to Sugiyono, data collection techniques is the most 

strategic step in a research, because the main purpose of research is to get 

accurate data. Without knowing the data collection techniques, the 

researcher will not get data that meets the standards set.61  Data collection 

techniques is a method used to collect information or facts in the field. 

The data collection technique used to collect data in this study uses 

document study. Document study is carried out by reviewing documents 

related to the research topic.62 A document is a record of events that have 

 
61 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D, (Bandung: CV Alfabeta, 2020), 

P. 296. 
62 Mohammad Wasil, Karakteristik Penelitian Kualitatif, Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. (Padang: 

PT. Global Eksekutif Teknologi, 2022), P. 22. 
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passed, in the form of writing, picture, or a work.63 In this approach, 

information is collected from various sources. The act of reading and 

listening involves the researcher using these techniques as the main tools, 

ensuring a careful and purposeful examination of secondary data sources 

that are aligned with the research objectives. Specifically, the research 

focused in the song lyrics on the album “The Tortured Poets Department” 

by Taylor Swift to extract pertinent data essential to the study, thus 

obtaining the necessary data, as follows: Song lyrics on the album “The 

Tortured Poets Department.” Some videos about the album “The Tortured 

Poets Department” such as: Taylor Swift announcement about her album, 

Taylor Swift interview, and video album reaction from fans. Books, 

journals, and news related to the research. 

D. Data Analysis 

In this study, the researcher used interactive data analysis 

methodology for data analysis. Data analysis is carried out by organizing 

data, breaking it down into units, synthesizing, arranging into patterns, 

selecting what is important and what will be studied, and making 

conclusions that can be told to others.64 Miles, Hubernan, and Saldana 

divided three parallel activity streams in qualitative data analysis: data 

condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification. 

 

 
63 Sri Wahyuni, Teknik Pengumpulan Data Dalam Penelitian Kualitatif, Metodologi Penelitian 

Kualitatif. (Padang: PT. Global Eksekutif Teknologi, 2022), P. 60. 
 
64 Sugiyono, Op.cit, P.319 
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1. Data condensation 

Data condensation refers to the process of selecting, centralizing, 

simplifying, abstracting, and transforming data from field notes or 

transcripts. In this case, the researcher must focus on the data to be 

studied. With this step, the researcher is easier in collecting data. So, the 

first step in this research is the researcher focuses more on the song 

lyrics in the album “The Tortured Poets Department.” The researcher 

selects and marks the lyrics that contain polysemy words.  

2. Data display 

The next step is data display, which is a structured and concise 

collection of information to draw conclusions. In this step, the 

researcher used a table to make it easier to classify the types of 

polysemy. 

Table 3.1 

Types of Polysemy 

 

No. 
Song 

Title 

Song 

Lyrics 

Types of Polysemy 

Meaning P. 

Verb 

P. 

Noun 

P. 

Adj 

P. 

Adv 

1.        

2.        

3.        

 

3. Conclusion drawing/verification 

From the beginning of data collection, qualitative analysis interprets 

meaning by noting patterns and explanations. The competent researcher 

treats these conclusions lightly, maintaining openness and skepticism, but 

the conclusions remain and are unclear at first becoming clearer and more 
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rational later on. So, the final step of data analysis is conclusion 

drawing/verification. Conclusions are determined by the notes, then 

reviewed for verification. 

After the collected data is presented and a deep understanding of the 

data is obtained. The researcher verifies the data by verifying the correlation 

of information with what data has been presented to make a conclusion that 

serves to answer the formulation of problems in the research.  

E. Data Validity 

Data validity in this study uses the triangulation technique. 

Triangulation is testing the credibility of information obtained by the 

researcher through checking information by comparing from various 

sources.65  Triangulation can be done in two ways, as follows: 

1. Source Triangulation 

Source triangulation is a way to determine the credibility of 

information by comparing various sources.  

2. Triangulation Technique 

Triangulation technique aims to test the credibility of 

information by checking information to the same source with different 

techniques. 

In this study, the source triangulation technique was applied. 

The researcher collected data from song lyrics as well as theories from 

 
65 Lukman Waris, Keabsahan Data Penelitian Kualitatif, Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif. (Padang: 

PT. Global Eksekutif Teknologi, 2022), P. 183. 
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books, journals, and articles relevant to the research topic. After that, 

the data and theories obtained were read and marked. Furthermore, the 

data that has been collected is analyzed based on the formulation of 

problems in the research. 

 



35 

CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter presents the research finding and discussion related to the 

problems. The findings related to the types of polysemy and the most dominant 

types of polysemy found in the song lyrics on the album “The Tortured Poets 

Department” by Taylor Swift. 

A. Description of the research object 

The object of this research is song lyrics in the album “The Tortured 

Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. Released on April 19, 2024, through 

republic records. It was expanded into a double album two hours after its 

release, subtitled The Anthology. The songs introspect on her public and 

private lives, detailing tumult and sorrow via motifs of self-awareness, 

mourning, anger, humor, and delusion. There are thirty-one songs in the 

album:  

1. Fortnight (ft. Post Malone) 

2. The tortured poets department 

3. My boy only breaks his favorite toys 

4. Down bad 

5. So long, London 

6. But daddy I love him 

7. Fresh out the slammer 

8. Florida!!! (ft. Florence and The Machine) 
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9. Guilty as sin? 

10. Who’s afraid of little old me? 

11. I can fix him (no really I can) 

12. Loml 

13. I can do it with broken heart 

14. The smallest man who ever lived 

15. The alchemy 

16. Clara bow 

17. The black dog 

18. Imgonnagetyouback 

19. The albatross 

20. Chloe or Sam or Sophia or Marcus 

21. How did it end 

22. So high school 

23. I hate it here 

24. Thank you Aimee 

25. I look in people’s windows 

26. The prophecy 

27. Cassandra 

28. Peter 

29. The bolter 

30. Robin 

31. The manuscript 
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Then, the researcher analyze the polysemy words from those thirty-

one songs. 

B.  Data presentation and analysis 

After collecting data, the researcher found out some finding of the 

research in the process of analyzing types of polysemy in the song lyrics on 

the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. The gathered 

data were analyzed through the following steps: data condensation, data 

display, and conclusion drawing/ verification. 

1. Data condensation 

Data condensation refers to the process of selecting, centralizing, 

simplifying, abstracting, and transforming data from song lyrics. So, in 

this first step, the researcher found several polysemy words contained in 

the thirty songs on the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by 

Taylor Swift, as follows: 

a. The tortured poets department: left, take, kill, think, uses head 

b. The manuscript: left, boys, heart, good 

c. So long, London: left 

d. Guilty as sin: sent, head 

e. The smallest man who ever lived: sent, come, good, true,  

f. Fortnight: sent, pick 

g. But daddy I love him: come, baby, heart. True 

h. I can fix him (no really I can): come, man, boy, hand 

i. Loml: takes 
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j. Florida: take, kill, use 

k. I can do it with broken heart: read, die, heart, good 

l. The black dog: die, kill, man 

m. Clara bow: think 

n. Thank you almee: think, baby 

o. Imgonnagetyouback: pick, hand 

p. Down bad: pick 

q. The alchemy: baby 

r. So high school: boy 

s. Fresh out the slammer: dream 

t. Robin: dream 

u. Chloe, or Sam, or Sophia, or Marcus: back  

2. Data display 

Data display is structured and concise collection of information 

to draw conclusions. In this step, the researcher used table to make it 

easier to classify the types of polysemy. 

Table 4.1 

Types of Polysemy 

 

No

. 
Song title 

Song 

lyrics 

Types of polysemy 

 

Meaning P. 

Ver

b 

P. 

Nou

n 

P. 

Ad

j 

P. 

Ad

v 

1. The tortured poets 

department 

You left 

your 

typewriter 

at my 

apartment 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Not take 
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At dinner, 

you take 

my ring off 

my middle 

finger 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Remove  

 

 

 

But you 

told Lucy 

you'd kill 

yourself if 

I ever 

leave 

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Suicide  

 

 

I think 

some 

things I 

never say 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

  Remember  

 

 

Like, 

"Who uses 

typewriter

s 

anyway?" 

I scratch 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Employe  

 

 

 

 your 

head, you 

fall asleep 

 √   Body part 

2. The manuscript The only 

thing that's 

left is the 

manuscript 

√  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Remain  

 

 

 

Then she 

dated boys 

who were 

her own 

age 

  

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Boyfriend 

 

 

I'd give 

you my 

heart if 

you 

needed it 

  

√ 

 

 

 

 

  

Affection 

 

 

He said, 

“no, just a 

good 

samaritan” 

   

√ 

  

Kind    

3. So long, londom you left 

me at the 

house by 

the Heath 

√    Go  
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4. Guilty as sin He sent 

me 

'Downtow

n Lights' 

√  

 

 

  Deliver 

 

 

We've 

already 

done it in 

my head 

  

 

 

√ 

   

 

 

Mind  

5. The smallest man 

who ever lived  

Were you 

sent by 

someone 

who 

wanted me 

dead? 

 

√ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Order  

 

 

 

'Cause 

once your 

queen had 

come 

 

 

√ 

  

 

 

  

 

Arrive  

And I’ll 

say, “good 

riddance” 

   

√ 

 

  

Greeting  

 

Was any of 

true? 

   

√ 

  

Correct  

6. Fortnight  I was 

supposed 

to be sent 

away 

 

 

√ 

    

 

Expel 

Thought of 

callin' ya, 

but you 

won't pick 

up 

 

 

 

√ 

    

 

 

Lift  

7. But daddy I love 

him 

No, you 

can't come 

to the 

wedding 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attend 

 

 

 

I’m having 

his baby 

 

 

 

√ 

 

 

  

Infant   

Thinking it 

can change 

the beat of 

my heart 

  

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Organ  
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Just 

screeching 

tires and 

true love 

   

 

 

√ 

  

 

 

Real  

8. I can fix him (no 

really I can) 

Come 

close, I'll 

show you 

heaven 

√  

 

 

  Approach 

 

 

When I tell 

them he's 

my man 

  

 

√ 

   

 

Lover  

Good boy, 

that's right 

 √ 

 

  Male  

 

His hand 

so 

calloused 

from his 

pistol 

 √   Body part   

 

 

  

9. Loml  I said, "I 

don't mind, 

it takes 

time" 

√    Need  

10. Florida  I need to 

forget, so 

take me to 

Florida 

√ 

 

 

 

   Carry  

 

 

 

My 

husband is 

cheating, I 

wanna kill 

him 

 

 

 

√ 

    

 

 

Death  

Florida, 

can I use 

you up? 

 

√ 

    

Utilize  

11. I can do it with 

broken heart 

I can read 

your mind 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 Predict 

 

I read 

about it in 

a book 

when I was 

a 

precocious 

child 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Understand  
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Lights, 

camera, … 

smile, 

even when 

you wanna 

die 

 

 

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

End 

Cause I 

can do it 

with a 

broken 

heart 

  

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Emotions  

You know 

you’re 

good when 

you can 

   

√ 

  

Skilful  

12. The black dog  Old habits 

die 

screaming 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

  Cease 

 

 

Until I 

believed it 

too And it 

kills me 

You said I 

needed a 

brave man 

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

   

 

Hurt  

 

 

 

Male  

13. Clara bow  But I think 

I might die 

if it 

happened 

√ 

√ 

   Imagine  

Expire 

14. Thank you almee I don't 

think 

you've 

changed 

much 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Expect 

 

 

 

Laughing 

at each 

baby step 

I’d take 

 

 

 

√ 

   

Small   

15. Imgonnagetyoubac

k  

Pick your 

poison, 

babe 

√ 

 

 

 

  Choose  
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I can take 

the upper 

hand and 

touch your 

body 

  

 

√ 

 

   

 

Superiority  

16. Down bad  Staring at 

the sky, 

come back 

and pick 

me up 

 

 

 

√ 

    

 

 

Collect  

17. The alchemy  Baby I’m 

the one to 

beat 

 √   Appellation  

18. So high school  You knew 

what you 

wanted 

and boy, 

you got her 

  

 

 

√ 

   

 

 

Exclamatio

n  

19. Fresh out the 

slammer 

He was 

with her in 

dreams 

  

 

√ 

   

 

Daydream  

To the one 

who says 

I'm the girl 

of his 

American 

dreams 

  

 

 

 

 

√ 

   

 

 

 

 

Ideal  

20.  Robin  You have 

no room in 

your 

dreams 

for regrets 

  

 

√ 

   

 

Hope  

21. Chloe, or Sam, or 

Sophia, or Marcus  

Back to 

the 

moment I 

crashed 

into you 

   √ 

 

 

 

Ago  

 

 

 

But I'm 

coming 

back so 

strong 

    

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

Return  
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3. Conclusing drawing/verification 

The last step is conclusion drawing/verification. Conclusions are 

determined by the notes then reviewed for verification. Based on the 

data that has been displayed. then polysemy is divided into four 

categories: polysemy of verb, polysemy of noun, polysemy of adjective, 

and polysemy of adverb. from the four categories, the researcher 

distinguishes each word collected from all song lyrics then writes down 

its meaning. 

a. Polysemy of Verb 

Table 4.2 

Polysemy of Verb 

 

No. Word Lyrics Title Meaning 

1. Left   1. You left your 

typewriter at 

my apartment 

2. The only 

thing that's 

left is the 

manuscript 

3. you left me at 

the house by 

the Heath 

The tortured poets 

department 

 

The manuscript 

 

 

 

So long, London  

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "left" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means not take, 

which means to 

not take 

something or 

someone with 

you when you 

go, either 

intentionally or 

by accident. in 

sentence (2) it 

means remain, 

which means if 

something 

leaves 

something else, a 

part or effect of it 

stays after it has 

gone or been 
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used. in sentence 

(3) it means go, 

which means to 

go away from 

someone or 

something, for a 

short time or 

permanently. 

2. Sent   1. He sent me 

'Downtown 

Lights' 

2. Were you 

sent by 

someone who 

wanted me 

dead?  

3. I was 

supposed to 

be sent away 

Guilty as sin 

 

 

The smallest man 

who ever lived 

 

 

 

Fortnight  

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “sent” is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means deliver, 

which means to 

cause something 

to go or be taken 

somewhere. in 

sentence (2) it 

means order, 

which means to 

cause someone 

to go and do 

something. in 

sentence (3) it 

means go expel, 

which means to 

make someone 

leave quickly by 

force. 

3. Come  1. No, you can't 

come to the 

wedding 

2. 'Cause once 

your queen 

had come 

3. Come close, 

I'll show you 

heaven 

But daddy I love 

him  

 

The smallest man 

who ever lived  

 

I can fix him (no 

really I can) 

 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "come" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means attend, 

which means to 

move to or 

towards a person 

or place. in 

sentence (2) it 

means arrive, 

which means to 

get to a particular 
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place. in 

sentence (3) it 

means approach, 

which means to 

move toward 

something. 

4. Take  1. At dinner, 

you take my 

ring off my 

middle finger 

2. I said, "I don't 

mind, it takes 

time" 

3. I need to 

forget, so take 

me to Florida 

The tortured poets 

department 

 

 

Loml 

 

Florida  

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "take" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means remove, 

which means 

take something 

from a person. in 

sentence (2) it 

means need, 

which means 

require 

something in 

order to happen 

or be done. in 

sentence (3) it 

means carry, 

which means to 

move someone 

from one place to 

another. 

5. Read  1. I can read 

your mind 

2. I read about it 

in a book 

when I was a 

precocious 

child 

I can do it with 

broken heart 

I hate it here 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "read" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means predict, 

which means to 

say that an event 

or action will 

happen in the 

future. in 

sentence (2) it 

means 

understand, 

which means to 

look at words or 
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symbols and 

understand what 

they mean. 

6. Die  1. Old habits die 

screaming 

2. But I think I 

might die if it 

happened 

3. Lights, 

camera, … 

smile, even 

when you 

wanna die 

The black dog 

 

Clara bow 

 

 

I can do it with 

broken heart 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "die" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means cease, 

which means to 

pass out of 

existence. in 

sentence (2) it 

means expire, 

which means to 

pass from 

physical life. in 

sentence (3) it 

means end, 

which means to 

stop existing or 

continuing. 

7. Kill  1. But you told 

Lucy you'd 

kill yourself 

if I ever leave 

2. Until I 

believed it too 

And it kills 

me 

3. My husband 

is cheating, I 

wanna kill 

him 

The tortured poets 

department 

 

 

The black dog 

 

 

 

Fortnight  

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “kill” is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means suicide, 

which means 

take one’s own 

life. In sentence 

(2) it means to 

hurt, which 

means to cause 

someone a lot of 

pain. in sentence 

(3) it means 

death, which 

means to cause 

someone die. 

8. Think  1. But I think I 

might die if it 

happened 

Clara bow 

 

 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "think" is a 

polysemous 
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2. I think some 

things I never 

say 

3. I don't think 

you've 

changed 

much 

The tortured poets 

department 

 

Thank you almee 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means imagine, 

which means to 

form an idea of 

something. In 

sentence (2) it 

means 

remember, 

which means to 

have something 

come into your 

mind. in 

sentence (3) it 

means expect, 

which means to 

believe 

something will 

happen. 

9. Use  1. Florida, can I 

use you up? 

2. Like, "Who 

uses 

typewriters 

anyway?" 

Florida 

 

The tortured poets 

department 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "use" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means utilize, 

which means to 

take advantage 

of a place. in 

sentence (2) it 

means employ, 

which means to 

do something 

with a machine. 

10. Pick   1. Pick your 

poison, babe 

2. Thought of 

callin' ya, but 

you won't 

pick up 

3. Staring at the 

sky, come 

back and pick 

me up 

Imgonnagetyouback 

 

Fortnight 

 

 

 

Down bad 

 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “pick” is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means choose, 

which means to 

take some things 

and leave others. 

in sentence (2) it 

means lift, which 
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means to answer 

the phone. in 

sentence (3) it 

means collect, 

which means to 

go somewhere in 

your car and 

collect 

somebody. 

 

b. Polysemy of Noun 

Table 4.3 

Polysemy of Noun 

 

No. Word Lyrics Title Meaning 

1. Baby   1. I’m having his 

baby 

2. Baby I’m the 

one to beat 

3. Laughing at 

each baby step 

I’d take 

But daddy I love 

him 

The alchemy 

 

Thank you almee 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “baby” is 

a polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means infant, 

which means a 

very young 

child. in 

sentence (2) it 

means 

appellation, 

which means a 

word used to 

address 

somebody, in a 

way that 

expresses love. 

in sentence (3) 

it means small, 

which means 

usually an act at 

the start of a 

long or difficult 

process. 
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2. Man   1. You said I 

needed a brave 

man 

2. When I tell 

them he's my 

man 

The black dog 

 

 

I can fix him (no 

really I can) 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “man” is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means male, 

which means an 

adult male 

human being. in 

sentence (2) it 

means lover, 

which means 

the beloved 

male. 

3. Boy  1. Then she dated 

boys who were 

her own age 

2. Good boy, 

that's right 

3. You knew 

what you 

wanted and 

boy, you got 

her 

The manuscript 

 

 

I can fix him (no 

really I can) 

So high school 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “boy” is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means male, 

which means a 

a male child or, 

more generally, 

a male of any 

age. in sentence 

(2) it means 

boyfriend, 

which means a 

male romantic 

partner. in 

sentence (3) it 

means a 

exclamation, 

which means 

used to express 

excitement, 

worry, 

disappointment, 

etc. or to 

emphasize 

something. 

4. Hand   1. I can take the 

upper hand and 

Imgonnagetyouback 

 

 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "hand" is 
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touch your 

body 

2. His hand so 

calloused from 

his pistol 

 

I Can Fix Him (No 

Really I Can) 

a polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means 

superiority, 

which means to 

get an 

advantage over 

somebody so 

that you are in 

control of a 

particular 

situation. in 

sentence (2) it 

means a body 

part, which 

means the part 

of the body at 

the end of the 

arm that is used 

for holding, 

moving, etc. 

5. Head  1. We've already 

done it in my 

head 

2. I scratch your 

head, you fall 

asleep 

Guilty as sin 

 

 

The tortured poets 

department 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "head" is 

a polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means mind, 

which means 

the mind or 

brain. in 

sentence (2) it 

means body 

part, which 

means the part 

of the body 

above the neck. 

6. Dream   1. He was with 

her in dreams  

2. To the one who 

says I'm the 

girl of his 

American 

dreams 

Fresh out the 

slammer 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin  

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “dream” 

is a polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means 

daydream, 
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3. You have no 

room in your 

dreams for 

regrets 

which means a 

visionary 

creation of the 

imagination. 

and in sentence 

(2) it means 

ideal, which 

means 

something that 

fully satisfies a 

wish. In 

sentence (3) it 

means hope, 

which means 

something that 

you want to 

happen very 

much but that is 

not very likely. 

7. Heart   1. Thinking it can 

change the beat 

Of my heart 

2. I'd give you my 

heart if you 

needed it 

3. Cause I can do 

it with a broken 

heart 

But daddy I love 

him 

 

The manuscript 

 

 

I can do it with 

broken heart 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “heart” is 

a polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means organ, 

which means 

the organ in 

your chest that 

sends the blood 

around your 

body. in 

sentence (2) it 

means 

affection, 

which means a 

feeling of liking 

for a person or 

place. In 

sentence (3) it 

means 

emotions, 

which means 

the place within 

a person where 

feelings are 
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considered to 

come from 

 

c. Polysemy of Adjective 

Table 4.4 

Polysemy of Adjective 

 

No. Word Lyrics Title Meaning 

1.  Good   1. He said, “no, 

just a good 

samaritan” 

2. You know 

you’re good 

when you can 

3. And I’ll say, 

“good 

riddance” 

The manuscript 

 

 

I can do it with 

broken heart 

 

The smallest man 

who ever lived 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "good" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means kind, 

which means 

personality of 

someone. in 

sentence (2) it 

means skilful, 

which means 

able to do 

something. in 

sentence (3) it 

means greeting, 

which means a 

word that used in 

greetings. 

2. True  1. Just screeching 

tires and true 

love 

2. Was any of true 

But daddy I love 

him 

 

The smallest man 

who ever lived 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word "true" is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means real, 

which means 

being what exist, 

rather than what 

was thought, 

intended, or 

stated. in 

sentence (2) it 

means correct, 

which means 
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connected with 

facts rather than 

things that have 

been invented or 

guessed. 

 

d. Polysemy of Adverb 

Table 4.5 

Polysemy of Adverb 

 

No. Word Lyrics Title Meaning 

1.  Back  1. Back to the 

moment I 

crashed into 

you  

2. But I'm coming 

back so strong 

Chloe or Sam or 

Sophia or  

Marcus 

 

The alchemy 

 

 

The researcher 

reveals that the 

word “back” is a 

polysemous 

word because in 

sentence (1) it 

means ago, 

which means in, 

or into the past; 

backward in 

time. and in 

sentence (2) it 

means return, 

which means in, 

into, or towards a 

previous place or 

condition, or an 

earlier time. 

 

From the findings above, the researcher can conclude there are 

polysemy words used in the song lyrics on the album “The Tortured Poets 

Department” by Taylor Swift that has been analyzed in thirty-one songs. 

After that, the researcher made a pie chart based on a table to found out the 

most dominant polysemy words contained in the album. 
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Picture 4.1 

Dominant Types of Polysemy  

 

From a pie chart above, it can be seen the types of polysemy used in 

the song lyrics on the “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift. 

There were twenty data in this research: polysemy of verb with 10 words, 

polysemy of noun with 7 words, polysemy of adjective with 2 words, and 

the last is polysemy of adverb with 1 word. From these results, the 

researcher concludes that there were polysemy words used in the song lyrics 

on the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift which are 

divided into four categories: polysemy of verb, polysemy of noun, polysemy 

of adjective, and polysemy of adverb. 

C. Discussion 

After collecting data, the researcher needs to discuss the findings in 

order to clarify the answers of questions that existed in previous chapter. 

There are two research questions used in this research. The first research 

question is about types of polysemy and the second is about the most 

dominant types of polysemy. The object of this research are song lyrics in 

10

7

3 1

Types of Polysemy

P of V P of N P of Adj P of Adv
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the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift obtained from 

youtube. 

According to Lyons, polysemy can be determined by the criteria of 

word class. if the word class is not different, the form is the same, and the 

meaning is multiple, then the word can be said to be polysemic.66 In this 

case, the researcher used three different dictionaries (Merriem-webster, 

Cambridge dictionary, and oxford learner's dictionaries) to determine the 

word class and meaning of each word in the song lyrics in the album “the 

tortured poets department” by Taylor Swift. Based on the findings that have 

been analyzed, the researcher found twenty polysemy words: left, sent, 

come, take, read, die, kill, think, use, pick, baby, man, boy, hand, head, 

dream, heart, good, true back. All of these words have similar meanings as 

confirmed in three authoritative dictionaries. 

Based on the findings that has been analyzed, the first question is 

about types of polysemy. In order to answer the research question, the 

researcher used theory from Alwi. In that theory, Alwi purposed four 

categories type of polysemy: polysemy of verb, polysemy of noun, 

polysemy of adjective, and polysemy of adverb.67 After the researcher 

analyzing the data, the researcher found twenty data polysemy words. First 

is polysemy of verb, the researcher found ten words, there are: left, sent, 

come, take, read, die, kill, think, use, pick. Second is polysemy of noun, the 

 
66 Mansoer pateda, semantic leksikal, (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta), P. 219 
67 Hassan Alwi et al., Op.cit, P. 36. 
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researcher found seven words, there are: baby, man, boy, hand, head, dream 

heart. Third is polysemy of adjective, the researcher found 2 words there 

are: good and true. Fourth is polysemy of adverb, the researcher just found 

one word: back.  

Based on the findings above, the researcher tends to discuss this 

research with several previous research. The first previous research 

conducted by Sarleni Nasution. The researcher found out fourteen polysemy 

words in Maher Zain song, there are: polysemy of verb (watching, lose, turn, 

put, say, and grant), polysemy of noun (love, pleasure, and pain), polysemy 

of adjective (whole, lost, true, beautiful, and good), the last is polysemy of 

adverb (in this type, the researcher has not found the words). The most used 

types of polysemy in song lyrics by Maher Zain is polysemy of verb.68 

Second previous research conducted by Latifatu Atika Ahyaroni. 

The researcher found out twenty-six polysemy words in Maher Zain song, 

there are: polysemy of verb (watching, lose, turn, put, live, raise, stand, call, 

take, say, grant, and calling), polysemy of noun (love, light, beauty, 

pleasure, pain, and joy), polysemy of adjective (whole, hard, lost, shining, 

true, beautiful, strong, and good), the last is polysemy of adverb (in this 

type, the researcher has not found the words). The most used types of 

polysemy in song lyrics by Maher Zain is polysemy of verb.69 

 
68 Sarleni Nasution, Thesis: An Analysis of Polysemy in Songs Lyrics Selected from Maher Zain, 

(Padangsidimpuan: State Islamic University of Syekh Ali Hasan Ahmad Addary) 
69 Latifatu Atika Ahyaroni, Thesis: A Polysemy Analysis of Song Lyrics in The Album Of “Thank 

You Allah” And “Forgive Me” By Maher Zain, (Surabaya: Uin Sunan Ampel Surabaya) 
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Third previous research conducted by Syifa Aulia Rahman. The 

researcher found out four types of polysemy, there are: polysemy of verb 

(45 words), polysemy of noun (12 words), polysemy of adjective (9 words), 

and polysemy of adverb (5 words). The most used types of polysemy in song 

lyrics by Billie Eilish is polysemy of verb.70 Then, the last previous research 

conducted by Aida Putriyani. The researcher found out four types of 

polysemy, there are: polysemy of verb (29 words), polysemy of noun (4 

words), polysemy of adjective (2 words), and polysemy of adverb (3 words). 

The most used types of polysemy in song lyrics by Maher Zain is polysemy 

of verb.71 

Songs have benefits for education. one of them is to teach about 

vocabulary, such as: enriching vocabulary, practicing pronunciation and 

listening skills, and learning a word that has multiple meanings (polysemy). 

Teaching polysemy can be implemented using three methods: primary 

meaning expansion, wordplay, lectures and presentations. The English 

teachers might use song as the tools to support students in improving their 

vocabulary mastery. As study by Machfudi and Afida (2020) has show the 

important of vocabulary mastery to avoid student’s drawback.72 

 

 
70 Syifa Aulia Rahman, Thesis: Polysemy in Billie Eilish Songs, (Bandung: University of Sunan 

Gunung Djati, 2023) 
71 Aida Putriyani, Thesis: Polysemy Analysis of Song Lyrics Album Guts by Olivia Rodrigo, 

(Bandung: University of Sunan Gunung Djati, 2024) 
72 Machfudi, M. I., & Afidah, A. (2022). Students’ Difficulties in Vocabulary Mastery. Critical 

Review of English-Arabic World Journal, 1(1), 01 - 12. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

After analyzing and discussing the problem research in previous chapter, 

the researcher would like to present the conclusion. Beside, the researcher also gave 

suggestion. 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the analysis and discussion explained in the previous 

chapter. It includes the types of polysemy used and the most dominant types 

of polysemy used in Taylor Swift songs. 

1. The types of polysemy in song lyrics on the album “The Tortured Poets 

Department” by Taylor Swift are polysemy of verb, polysemy of noun, 

polysemy of adjective, and polysemy of adverb. 

2. The researcher found out twenty polysemy words contained in song 

lyrics on the album “The Torture Poets Department” by Taylor Swift, 

there are: polysemy of verb (10 words), polysemy of noun (7 words), 

polysemy of adjective (2 words), and polysemy of adverb (1 word). So, 

it can be seen that the most dominant types of polysemy in song lyrics 

on the album “The Tortured Poets Department” by Taylor Swift is 

polysemy of verb.  

B. Suggestion  

After drawing conclusions, the researcher gave some suggestions for 

English teachers, students, and further researchers. The researcher hopes 

this research may be useful to the readers. The suggestion are: 

 



 

 

 

 

60 

1. For English teacher 

The researcher hopes that a teacher should provide varied methods and 

strategies in teaching vocabulary. In addition, the selection of 

interesting media should also be considered by a teacher. This aims to 

make students more interested in the learning process. 

2. For student 

The researcher hopes that students can find ways to improve their 

understanding of vocabulary meaning through whatever they like, such 

as: novels, movies, music, etc. 

3. For further researchers 

The researcher hopes that this research can be useful as a reference or 

additional information for future researchers, especially in 

understanding the meaning of vocabulary. 

4. For the wider community 

The researcher hopes that readers or music lovers can understand 

more about the meaning of word contain in songs. 
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